[image: image1.jpg]@% j! gn erences



[image: image2.jpg]SAFETY

INAGTION





Australia’s best forklift operators go into battle at Melbourne Materials Handling 2009
Australia’s best forklift operators are getting ready to battle for the title of Champion Driver at Melbourne Materials Handling Trade Show 2009, which will host the finals of the National Forklift Championships for the first time.
More than 10,000 visitors are expected at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre to see the forklift finalists in action and view a diverse range of products and services that focus on safety and efficiency in warehousing and distribution.

Melbourne Materials Handling will be held concurrently with the Safety In Action workplace safety trade show from March 31 to April 2, with hundreds of exhibitors taking up over three acres of floor space.
This is the first year the finals, which are organised by Melbourne Materials Handling sponsor the Supply Chain & Logistics Association of Australia (SCLAA), have been hosted at the trade show. Championship Coordinator, Bill Henman, says the trade show's focus on both the materials handling and safety sectors make it a good fit.
“People who operate forklifts, perform forklift operations, use racking systems, etc will be visiting the trade show, so it gives them the opportunity to see people from around Australia competing at a national level in the Championships at the same time,” he said.

Spectators of the event will see operators drive through a negotiated course to test their hand-eye coordination and skills which are aligned to the national load shifting standards for high risk plant.

“A lot of employers believe their forklift drivers are not too bad, but in actual fact they’re not driving the way they should be. If they come to the Championships they will be able to observe how a driver should operate to a standard,” Henman said.

The SCLAA expects the competition to be tough in 2009. Spectators can expect to see Australia’s best pull out all stops to win as the Championship was this year opened up to include entrants from Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland. The winning female and male operator will each win $1500 and a silver cup for their efforts.
Investing in safety for forklift operators can also lead to increased productivity and cost savings according to exhibitor Nacco Materials Handling. This year they will be featuring the Yale Tel-Sys fleet management system, which has a host of inbuilt safety features for operators and a reporting system that enables logistics managers to maximise forklift productivity.
The online pre-operational checklist works in sequential order and ensures the forklift is safe to operate before it is even switched on. The sequential seatbelt sensor also means that operators can no longer turn a forklift on with the seatbelt uselessly engaged behind their back.

An impact zoning system works via sensors built into the forklift. Tel-Sys enables logistics managers to see online or via SMS when any forklift in the fleet has had an impact and where on the forklift the impact has occurred.

A New Zealand developer of industrial vacuums also promises productivity gains and cost savings on maintenance when it brings its new range of vacuums to Melbourne Materials Handling this year.

Hilton Industrial Vacuums even caused a stir with the Hollywood set when it was called in to the set of Underworld 3 for emergency dust extraction. The crew had already tried a number of vacuums, trying to rid the Auckland set of concrete dust during filming before dubbing the Hilton vacuum the “Rolls Royce of industrial vacuums,” according to Sales Director, Ben Judge.
Judge attributes the product’s effective and consistent performance to the specialised air path technology Hilton has developed. This includes a tuned cyclonic system, multi-sock filter section and high quality motor.

Focussing on lifting productivity, Specialised Stage Engineering will this year show off its Prolyft chain hoists. A lifetime warranty backs these 250-2000kg capacity hoists, rather than the industry standard of 10 years. And an identifying RFID tag with each hoist gives users online access to a full maintenance history via the Specialised Stage Engineering web site.
Visitors will also be able to see some of the trade shows’ featured products at work on the action-packed demo stage that will be running throughout the event. 
Melbourne Materials Handling and Safety In Action run from March 31 to April 2 at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre. Online registration at www.melbmaterialshandling.com.au is free. The Safety Institute of Australia will host the concurrent Safety In Action Conference sponsored by WorkSafe Victoria and featuring local and international speakers including business leader Janet Holmes à Court, Beaconsfield investigator Professor Michael Quinlan, OHS harmonisation panellist Barry Sherriff, and WorkSafe executive director John Merritt. For more information, visit www.melbmaterialshandling.com.au, email mhvisitor@aec.net.au, or phone Australian Exhibitions & Conferences on 03 9654 7773.
#ENDS#
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